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OVERALL DESCRIPTION

The 2™ European Data Access Forum (EDAF) was held on 24 and 25 March 2015 in Luxembourg,
and hosted in the Jean Monnet building, with a scientific and logistical support from Eurostat.

The EDAF is meant to build a European platform for discussing solutions to overcome the
barriers to research using government data, both national and European, across the ERA. The
ambition is that the Forum will be established in the long term as a biennial European event
gathering the different communities: the Data Archives, National Statistical Offices, other
members of the European Statistical System and the research community, also involving in the
discussions other important stakeholders such as research funding councils. Current practices,
new tools and developments at national and European level are at the core of the EDAF
programmes; which mix presentations, demo and panel sessions to foster common knowledge
and exchanges on best practices and cooperation between the different communities.

The 1* EDAF had a stronger focus on legal issues and procedures, with some first outputs from
the DwB project. For this 2" edition of the Forum, the programme was enlarged to cover all
aspects of access to official microdata, legal issues and procedures for access with a focus on
transnational access to confidential microdata, methodological issues regarding statistical
disclosure control, technical solutions for allowing access while protecting confidentiality, data
discovery and metadata issues that are crucial particularly for trans-border access. The focus
was on changes that have occurred over the past 4 years at both national and European level;
with new developments regarding access to administrative records and registers such as tax
data and medico-administrative data, remote access solutions, initiatives to build cooperation
between Research Data Centres to facilitate distributed access to confidential microdata,
discovery tools and new portals. One important dimension of the programme was also to make
the bridge with current and parallel developments in the health sector, particularly regarding
access to medico-administrative data and the building of health portals.

An introductive panel session with the researchers gathered users of confidential national
microdata, who were able to access the Research Data Centres facilities offered within DwB via
the TNA work packages, and others who experienced access to the European integrated
microdata provided by Eurostat under the new European regulation. The programme balanced
national and European developments, multilateral projects such as those of the Nordic
countries, and DwB outputs; with a focus on a European Service Centre for Official statistics and
a European Remote Access Network proposed by the project as a vision for future European
services for official microdata. Lessons learnt over the past 4 years by Research Data Centres
having collaborated within the DwB project, the CIMES and MISSY tools for providing user-
friendly metadata for national and European official microdata as well as a demo of the Proof-
of-concept for a European remote access network were presented. Results from the specific
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surveys conducted by DwB on changes over the past 4 years regarding legal frameworks,
services, tools and cooperation between the different communities also contributed to the
overall discussion as part of the various panel sessions. Beside its scientific and logistical
support to the EDAF, Eurostat's participation in the programme was quite important; with e.g. a
welcome address from Eurostat deputy director at the start of the Forum and several sessions
chaired by Eurostat staff members.

At the end of the Forum, Eurostat Director of Methodology - who chaired the final panel session
- expressed a strong interest from Eurostat for continuing the European Data Access Forum
initiative beyond DwB with a 3" EDAF. Preliminary discussions regarding the objectives, the
content, possible partnership and governance, as well financial implications for continuing the
EDAF initiative have been held during a satellite session the day before the EDAF.

The Forum gathered over 150 persons from the different communities at stake, also involving in
the discussion other important stakeholders such as research funding councils and
representatives from Ministries for Research & Education. Attendance included: most National
Statistical Institutes and some National Statistical Administrations of the ERA, Eurostat,
Archives, Researchers, European and International Organisations & Institutions, Research Data
Centres, as well as Research Agencies & Authorities.

Demo sessions also took place in parallel with the EDAF, in order to present a number of related
key initiatives in the field of data access. Besides, factsheets were also made available to the
participants. See section "Content of Forum" below for a complete list of these side activities.
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CONTENT OF FORUM

l. OVERALL PROGRAMME

DAY 1 (Tuesday 24 March 2015)

09:00 - 09:30

09:30 - 12:30

09:30 -10:30

11:00 - 12:15

13:30 - 14:30

Session 1. Introduction
Welcome and Introduction, Mariana Kotzeva (Deputy Director-General of
Eurostat)

European Data Access Forum within DwB project, Roxane Silberman (CNRS and
FP7 DwB project Pl)

Session 2. RDCs and researchers' experience for transnational access to
microdata in Europe: state of play, progress and obstacles

Chair: Roberto Barcellan (Eurostat)

RDCs network for transnational access - four years of experiences by seven
European RDCs, Karen Dennison (UKDA)

Data Service Centre for researchers at a National Statistical Institute: financial
matters, Leo Engberts (CBS)

Panel session with researchers
Chair: David Schiller (IAB)

Mike Priddy, (DANS) and Frédérique Cornuau (Lille 1 University) will introduce
the session presenting results from surveys and workshops with researchers
conducted within DwB.

Researchers will be invited to present their research projects and experience
about transnational access and use of national and Eurostat microdata.

Panelists: Ivy Shiue (U. Heriot-Watt), Mirjana Pejic-Bach (U. Zagreb), Guy Van
Gyes (K.U. Leuven), Anna-Leena Asikainen (LIST), Céline Goffette (CEREQ)

Session 3. National and transnational access to official microdata: legal
frameworks, procedures, practices. Where are we?

Chair: Pascal Jacques (Eurostat)

Improvements in access over the last four years and work in progress, Roxane
Silberman (CNRS) & Paola Tubaro (CNRS)

Implementation of the EU regulation on access to European microdata,
Aleksandra Bujnowska, (Eurostat)

Challenges in legal frameworks, Tomaz Smrekar (SORS), Michel Isnard (INSEE) &
Paul Wearn (ONS)

Page 6/21




14:45 - 16:15

Parallel sessions

Session 3a. Changes in the legal frameworks, procedures and practices for
national and transnational access to official microdata (Room: M1)

Chair: Aleksandra Bujnowska (Eurostat)

Short reports from countries and at European level highlighting recent changes
and work in progress about national and transnational access for researchers to
microdata.

e Access to Nordic microdata for research purposes — a model of Nordic
corporation, Ivan Thaulow (Statistics Denmark)

o Access to fiscal data in France, Lorraine Aeberhardt (DGFiP) & Michel Isnard
(INSEE)

o Access to the medico administrative microdata: the Slovenian experience,
Metka Zaletel (NI1JZ)

o Researchers' access to data from Statistics Portugal: changes and beliefs, Ana
Dulce Pinto (Statistics Portugal)

Session 3b. Synthetic data: future perspectives regarding privacy protection
(Room: M2)

Chair: Peter-Paul de Wolf (CBS)

How synthetic data can address privacy protection issues and provide future
solutions particularly easing the production of Scientific Use Files, Public Use Files
and Campus Files

e A short introduction to synthetic data for statistical disclosure control, J6rg
Drechsler (IAB)

o Protecting against maximum-knowledge intruders in microdata release:
analysis of masking and synthetic data using the permutation model, Josep
Domingo-Ferrer (URV, joint work with Krishnamurty Muralidhar)

e Producing synthetic confidential data using R-Package simPop, Bernhard
Meindl (Statistics Austria)

Session 3c. Metadata for official microdata: an outlook for the future (Room:
M3)

Chair: Marco Pellegrino (Eurostat)

Developments and challenges regarding metadata for official microdata, with a
particular focus on national statistical projects and registers as well as current
developments in the area of health data

« Metadata projects in Sweden and the Nordic Countries, Claus-G6éran Hjelm
(SCB)

o RMEéS : metadata for microdata at INSEE, Franck Cotton & Guillaume Duffes
(INSEE)

« Data discovery in Public Health, Arofan Gregory (MT Ltd.)

» Metadata requirements for RAIRD - Remote Analysis for Register Data, Vigdis
Kvalheim & @rnulf Risnes (NSD)

o Using ESMS for describing metadata of administrative registers, Kaja Séstra
(Statistics Estonia)
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16:45 - 18:15

Session 4. Panel session: How useful is the notion of “circle of trust”? A vision
for the future

Chair: Mariarosa Lunati (OECD)

Panelists: Maurice Brandt (DESTATIS), Richard Welpton (UKDA), Ivan Thaulow
(Statistics Denmark), Zoltdn Vereczkei (HCSO), Michel Isnard (INSEE) and Jean
Poirier (CIQSS)

Introduction to the “circle of trust” concept proposed by the OECD expert group
on confidential microdata with discussion of further developments based on
lessons learned from experiences and negotiations for bilateral, multilateral
agreement regarding transnational accreditation and access

The panel session will be introduced by a presentation by Maurice Brandt
(DESTATIS) on the “circle of trust” concept and by a presentation by Richard
Welpton (UKDA) on the IAB/UKDA contract under DwB project for transnational
access

DAY 2 (Wednesday 25 March 2015)

09:00 - 09:30

09:30 - 11:00

11:30-12:30

12:30-13: 00

Session 5. Core Elements for European Services for Official Statistics
Chairs: David Schiller (IAB) & Christof Wolf (GESIS)

Thinking the Future: European Service Centre for Official Statistics (ESCOS) and
European Remote Access Network (EuRAN)

Session 5a. National and European tools and services for access
Chair: David Schiller (IAB)

o Introduction to the UK Administrative Data Research Network, Tanvi Desai
(UKDA)

o Demo of the DwB Proof of concept for a European Remote Access Network
facilitating transnational access to confidential microdata, K. Gadouche
(GENES-CASD), P. Donnay (GENES-CASD), J. Kampmann (GESIS), R. Silberman
(CNRS) & M. Brandt (DESTATIS)

Session 5b. National and European tools and services for metadata
Chair: Christof Wolf (GESIS)

o Epidemiology France portal - Health databases, Marie Lhosmot & Simon
Saint-Georges (AVIESAN-INSERM)

o Metadata for European official microdata CIMES and MISSY, Arnaud Szulek
(GENES-CASD) & Jeanette Bohr (GESIS)

Discussion: The future of European Services for Official Statistics
Chairs: Christof Wolf (GESIS) & David Schiller (IAB)
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14:00 - 15:30 Session 6. Cooperation: an outlook for the future

Chair: Roberto Barcellan (Eurostat)

o Cooperation between data archives and national statistical offices: recent
change and future perspectives, Paola Tubaro (CNRS) & Tomaz Smrekar
(SORS)

o CESSDA - a permanent infrastructure for delivering better access to data, Paul
Jackson (CESSDA-AS)

Panel Session: Process for improvements in legal frameworks, practices and
services - How to best develop services, cooperation and face future
challenges?

Chair: Roberto Barcellan (Eurostat)

Panelists: Roberto Barcellan (Eurostat), Paul Jackson (CESSDA-AS), Roxane
Silberman (CNRS,) Bill Block (U. Cornell) & Aleksandra Bujnowska (Eurostat)

SATELLITE ACTIVITIES

Factsheets:

CIMES - Centralising & Integrating Metadata from European Statistics
The DwB Proposal for a Resource Discovery Portal Prototype (RDP)
The DwB Proposal for a European Remote Access Network (Eu-RAN)
State of the Art of Remote Access Systems & Solutions in the ERA
Access to Official Statistics Microdata: What Do Researchers Want?

Demo Sessions:

CIMES (Centralising & Integrating Metadata from Europea Statistics)

MISSY (Microdata Information System)

DwB Online Visualisation Tool: Exploring Legal Gateways for Transnational Access
DwB Proposal for a Resource Discovery Portal Prototype (RDP)

The French Epidemiology Portal - Health Databases

The Integrated European Census Microdata Project
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LIST OF PARTICIPANTS

The table below lists the names, home institution and position held of the EDAF participants, organized per country.

AUSTRIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

BILEK Franz Statistics Austria Legal Staff

MEINDL Bernhard Statistics Austria Methods & Quality Division
BELGIUM

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

VAN GYES Guy KU Leuven - HIVA Research Manager

SURKIJN Johan Vrije Universiteit Brussel Senior Researcher

BOSNIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held
SOMUN-KRUPALIJA Lejla SERSCIDA Coordinator

BULGARIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

DIMOVA Lilia ASA Chair

HRISTOVA Kristina NSF Bulgaria Bilateral & Multilateral Committee
HARALAMPIEV Kaloyan Sofia University Professor

YANCHEVA Diana Statistics Bulgaria Deputy President
BOSHNAKOV Venelin University of National & World Economy | Head Secretary on Research
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CANADA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

POIRIER Jean CIQss Deputy Director

CROATIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

GLAVICA Marijana FFZG Data Librarian

HOCURSCAK Gordana Statistics Croatia Head of Data Processing System
LEGCEVIC Dario Statistics Croatia Senior Advisor

PEJIC BACH Mirjana Zagreb University Full Professor

CZECH REPUBLIC

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

KREIJCI Jindrich CSDA Head of Data Archive
DENMARK

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

DUE Jeppe Klok DDA Special Advisor

NIELSEN Mogens Grosen Statistics Denmark Chief Adviser on Quality & Metadata
THAULOW Ivan Statistics Denmark Head of Research Services
ESTONIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

MURAKAS Rein ESSDA Head of Data Archive

SILLAJOE Tuulikki Statistics Estonia Deputy Director General
SOSTRA Kaja Statistics Estonia Head of Methodology & Analysis
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FINLAND

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

BORG Sami FSD Director

MOILANEN Katja FSD Information Architect
HEINO Jussi Statistics Finland Head of Statistics
SALOILA Mikko Oiva Altti Statistics Finland Planner

VALKONEN Juho Valtteri Statistics Finland Senior Statistician
FRANCE

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

GOFFETTE Céline CEREQ Statistician

VAIRELLES Amélie CNRS - PROGEDO Communication Officer
BOUTANG Lionel CNRS - RQ DwB Event Organisation
DRIAT Anne CNRS - RQ DwB Assistant Project Manager
LIBES Tanguy CNRS - RQ DwB Project Manager
RICARD Alexia CNRS - RQ Statistician

SILBERMAN Roxane CNRS - RQ Data Archive Director
TUBARO Paola CNRS - RQ Senior Researcher
DONNAY Philippe GENES CASD IT Manager
GADOUCHE Kamel GENES CASD Director

SZULEK Arnaud GENES CASD Web Developer
BERGEAT Maxime INSEE Statistician - Expert in SDC
COTTON Franck INSEE Advisor to the CEO
DUFFES Guillaume INSEE Metadata Expert

ISNARD Michel INSEE Head of Legal Affairs
TROGNON Alain INSEE Honorary Inspector General
LHOSMOT Marie INSERM Project Manager
SAINT-GEORGES Simon INSERM Webmaster

CORNUAU Frédérique USTL Senior Lecturer
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GERMANY

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

BRANDT Maurice DESTATIS Researcher

GRAVE Barbara GDF - RDC "Wissenschaftsstatistik" Head of Accredited RDCs
QUELLENBERG Holger German Youth Institute Researcher

BOHR Jeanette GESIS Researcher

JENSEN Uwe GESIS Researcher

KAMPMANN Jara GESIS Research Assistant
KINDER-KURLANDA Katharina GESIS Postdoc Researcher

WEISS Felix GESIS RDC Team Manager

WOLF Christof GESIS Vice President & Scientific Director
DRECHSLER Jorg IAB Senior Researcher

SCHILLER David IAB Senior Researcher

GREECE

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

DEMERTZIS Nicolaos EKKE President

KONDYLI Dimitra EKKE - GSDB Researcher

CHANTSOULI Effosyni ELSTAT Head of Data Dissemination Section
SPILIOPOULOU Vassiliki ELSTAT Methodology, Analysis & Research
HUNGARY

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

NAGY Bedta HCSO Statistician

NAGY Eszter HCSO Legal Counsellor

VERECZKEI Zoltan HCSO Deputy Director of Methodology
HEGEDUS Peter TARKI Databank Coordinator
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IRELAND

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held
HOWARD John ISSDA - UCL University Librarian
ITALY

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held
D'AURIZIO Leandro Bank of Italy Senior Researcher
CAMMARROTA Mara ISTAT Senior Researcher
TRIVELLATO Ugo University of Padova Emeritus Professor
LATVIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held
AINARS Uldis CSB Latvia Director of Dissemination
JUKAMS Janis CSB Latvia Mathematician of Statistics
LITHUANIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held
SIMONAITYTE Vitalija LiDA - KTU Lecturer
LUXEMBOURG

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held
ASIKAINEN Anna-Leena LIST Senior Researcher
PROMBO Michel STATEC Research Unit
MALTA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held
MAMO Francesca NSO Malta Statistician
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NETHERLANDS

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

De WOLF Peter-Paul CBS Senior Methodologist

DOOD Ruben CBS Director for Policy Related Statistics
ENGBERTS Leo CBS Account Manager of Data Services
PRIDDY Mike DANS Project Manager

van BERCHUM Marnix DANS Head of Data Services

NORWAY

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

ALVHEIM Atle NSD Associate Director

HENRICHSEN Bjorn NSD Director

KVALHEIM Vigdis NSD Deputy Director

RISNES @rnulf NSD Head of Software Development
HELDAL Johan Statistics Norway Senior Adviser

RISBERG Terje Statistics Norway Senior Adviser

PORTUGAL

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

VAZ Vasco FCT Policy Officer

OLIVEIRA Claudia ICS - U. Lisbon International Funding Officer
PINTO Ana Dulce Statistics Portugal Senior Legal adviser

PINTO MARTINS Jose Statistics Portugal Head of Dissemination Unit
ROMANIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

HERTELIU Claudiu Bucharest University Associate Professor & Vice-Dean
RADULESCU Maria CNPS - INS Director of Dissemination

DUSA Adrian RODA Head of Data Archive
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SERBIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

MLADENOVIC Danijela Statistics Serbia Adviser in Domestic Trade Statistics
RADOICIC Sonja Statistics Serbia Leader of Domestic Trade Statistics
VAIC Milena Statistics Serbia ICT Senior adviser

SLOVAK REPUBLIC

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

FRANKOVIC Boris SOSR Statistical Surveys & Methodology
VLACUHA Robert SOSR Director of Standard of Living Statistics
TIZIK Miroslav SU - SAV Senior Research Fellow

SLOVENIA

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

ZALETEL Metka N1JZ Head of Health Data Centre
BAJZELJ Martin SORS Senior Advisor for Dissemination
SMREKAR Tomaz SORS Head of Dissemination

STREKELJ Polonca SORS Senior Adviser for Legal & HR Issues
KOCAR Sebastian UL - ADP Expert Assistant

STEBE Janez UL - ADP Head of Data Archive

VIPAVC BRVAR Irena UL- ADP Expert Assistant

VODOPIVEC Milan University of Primorska Full Professor
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SPAIN

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

ESTEVE Albert CED Director

TURU Anna CED Research Specialist
LOPEZ CABANAS Ana Raquel CIs Data Bank Technician
GALVEZ MORALEDA Jose Adolfo INE Spain Director of Statistical Dissemination
DOMINGO FERRER Josep URV Distinguished Professor
SWEDEN

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held
STENSKOLD Eva Ministry for Education & Research Desk Officer

HIELM Claus-Goran SCB R&D Services

IREBACK Hans SCB R&D

ALFREDSSON Iris SND Assistant Director
THOMSON Elizabeth Stockholm University Professor Emerita
TORRA Vicenc University of Skévde Professor
SWITZERLAND

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

KLEINER Brian FORS Head of Data Service
KUNZ Renate FORS Date Service Expert
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UNITED KINGDOM

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

SHIUE vy Heriot-Watt University Assistant Professor

GREGORY Arofan Metadata Technology Ltd. Unit B3 - Head of Section
SHEARMAN Nicola ONS Head of Legal Services

WEARN Paul ONS Legal Advisor

DENNISON Karen UKDA Collections Development Manager
DESAI Tanvi UKDA Administrative Data Service Co-Director
WELPTON Richard UKDA Secure Data Access Manager
AFKHAMI Reza UKDS Senior Support & Training Officer
UNITED STATES

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

BLOCK William CISER Director

GRANDA Peter ICPSR Associate Director

OTHERS (International Organisations

Last Name First Name Institution Name Position Held

JACKSON Paul CESSDA AS Managing Director

SMITH Eleanor CESSDA AS Senior Communication Officer

PEREZ-DUARTE Sebastien ECB Principal Economist-Statistician

BARCELLAN Roberto Eurostat Head of Unit B1 - Methodology & corporate architecture.
BUJNOWSKA Aleksandra Eurostat Unit B1 - Statistical Officer

JACQUES Pascal Eurostat IT Security Officer

KOTZEVA Mariana Eurostat Deputy Director General

PELLEGRINO Marco Eurostat Unit B3 - Head of Section

LUNATI Mariarosa OECD Head of Section Statistics Directorate
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DISSEMINATION & EXTERNAL COMMUNICATION

Upon participants and speakers’ agreement, the slideshows which have been presented during
the European Data Access Forum have been made publicly available on DwB website in both
PDF and PPT/PPTX formats, along with the corresponding audio recordings in MP3 format
(http://dwbproject.org/events/edaf2.html).

The latter are meant to notably allow the visitors to get a complete knowledge of the
discussions (Q&A) that followed each presentation.

Besides, upon request of a number of participants - and attendees' agreement - the full

attendance list will be circulated along with the participants' contact details in order to facilitate
future networking and cross-fertilisation activities amongst participating institutions.
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FUTURE PROSPECTS

The last panel session was the opportunity to wrap up the whole event. It notably allowed
discussing the interest and possibilities for the continuation of such an international event
beyond DwB, which was positively welcomed insofar as the EDAF seems to be regarded as an
efficient platform for exchanges of good practices, knowledge and viewpoints when it comes to
microdata access.

Participants will be distributed a Feedback Questionnaire under the form of an anonymous
online survey in order (1) to measure their satisfaction regarding the EDAF 2 in terms of logistics

and scientific content and (2) to collect their interest and suggestions for a third EDAF.

A number of institutions have already expressed their formal interest in continuing this activity.
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